Activism Research Paper
Activism:  a doctrine or practice that emphasizes direct vigorous action especially in support of or opposition to one side of a controversial issue 

Prompt:
There are many important issues in the world that deserve the public’s attention. Many times, people are not aware of what the issues are, or they feel like there is nothing that they can do to help. Your job is to find an issue that is important to you and do the following:

1. Explain what the issue is.
2. How are people affected?

a. Who is being advantaged?  

b. Who is being disadvantaged?

3. Convey to the audience why others should be involved or care.
4. Describe how someone can involve themselves to improve the situation. This includes explaining what you are going to do [action] to help.

**After you complete your research paper, you will need to present your findings to the class. 

Sources:  

Your research must consist of:

· At least 2 print sources

· At least 2 non-print sources (at least 1 database source)

· *At least 1 of your sources (print or non-print) must be a primary source.

A starting point for your research is: http://mohigh.com/activism
Paper Guidelines:
· Your thesis statement must be persuasive

· MLA Format (including parenthetical citations and a Works Cited page)

· 3-5 pages in length

Definitions:

Primary source: (n) a first-hand account (eye-witness) by someone directly involved with the issue

Works Cited: (n) a list of the bibliographic information for all sources used in your paper.

MLA Format: (n) a specific set of guidelines for the organization and presentation of your paper.

A Step by Step Look at the Research Paper Process:

1.  Choose a topic.

2.  Research information about the topic.

3.  Take notes using Source and Data Cards.  

4.  Form an opinion that answers the prompt based on your research (THESIS).

5.  Organize your ideas and evidence using an outline.

6.  Write a first draft of your research paper.

7.  Revise and edit your draft.

8.  Type a final draft to submit, with a Works Cited page.

The research paper will be worth 300 points, and the presentation will be worth 100 points. 

**Completion of the research paper is mandatory for passing the second semester of English II.**
