Model MLA Paper: A Visual Forma4ng Guide
This is a heading. In MLA, you don’t need a
@tle page, but it is recommended to have a
4-line header with your name, teacher,
class, and date.

Create an original (tle for your
project and place it in the center
of the page.

Double space
the whole
paper. This is
standard for
all style
manuals,
unless you are
instructed
otherwise.

These @tles are in italics because
they are books. Long works like
books, magazines, and newspapers
are always in italics. Shorter works
like short stories, songs, and poems
are denoted by quota@on marks
(“Title”), without italics.

In-text cita(ons usually include the author (last name) and
loca@on of the quote or informa@on that’s being used.
Example: (Tolkien 76-77).
In this case, the author’s name, Tolkien, was men@oned earlier in
the paragraph, so it is does not need to be included in the ﬁrst
in-text cita@on. Since more than one Tolkein work was
men@oned, we included the @tle (The Hobbit 76-77).
When ci@ng the same work again (158-159), only the page
numbers are needed. The only reason to include The Hobbit
again is if a diﬀerent work is referenced between the cita@ons.

Find more guides and tools on ci@ng and wri@ng at
www.easybib.com
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Include your last name followed by the page
number in the upper right hand corner. It
should be a ½ inch from the top.
Set a 1 inch
margin around
the en@re
paper.

Pro Tip: Use your so`ware’s “insert page
number” feature rather than typing it into the
body of the essay.
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Pro Tip: If you tend to write short sentences (and paragraphs)
and struggle to make them longer, try combining clauses. This
paragraph is long is because there are complex sentences, or
sentences with more than one clause.
For example, the topic sentence here contains a semicolon,
which is a great way to combine two clauses with similar
thoughts into one sentence.

You should aim
for 6-10
sentences per
paragraph. This
paragraph is
ideal at 7
sentences.
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Indent each
new paragraph
by a ½ inch
from the le`
margin.
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Find more guides and tools on ci@ng and wri@ng at
www.easybib.com

This comma appears at the end of an introductory
phrase. This type of comma is commonly missed.
To make sure you include it, look for sentences
that begin with preposi@ons (like “in” here) or
gerunds (like “being” or “having). The comma will
go right before the main subject of the sentence,
in this case Tolkien.
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Title your bibliography in MLA as
“Works Cited.”

Hanging
0.5”
indent

This is a Works Cited entry. It is set to
have a hanging indent in case the
cita@on goes longer than one line.

MLA Forma4ng: 7th or 8th edi@on?
If you use a web cita@on tool like EasyBib, you may see an
op@on to choose MLA 7 or MLA 8.
MLA 8 is the latest edi@on, and MLA 7, the previous edi@on, is
s@ll used by many teachers. MLA 7 has slightly diﬀerent rules, so
make sure to ask your teacher which edi@on to use.

Find more guides and tools on ci@ng and wri@ng at
www.easybib.com
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